Claims 



A circuit apparatus for operating a lamp , in 
particular a low-pressure discharge lamp, having 
an inverter device for supplying the lamp with 
alternating current, which has at least one 
transistor switching unit , and a current limiting 
device, which is connected to the at least one 
transistor switching unit , for limiting the 
current through the at least one transistor 
switching unit, wherein the control electrode of 
the at least one transistor switching unit can be 
driven by the current limiting device for the 
purpose of current limitation. 

The circuit apparatus as claimed in claim 1, in 
which the inverter device comprises a half-bridge 
including the at least one transistor unit and a 
further transistor unit . 

The circuit apparatus as claimed in claim 2, in 
which the at least one transistor unit comprises a 
MOSFET transistor. 

The circuit apparatus as claimed in one of claims 
1 to 3, in which the lamp can be operated in a 
load circuit that is connected to the inverter 
device . 

The circuit apparatus as claimed in claim 4, which 
comprises a phase setting device , connected to 
the inverter device, for matching the operating 
frequency of the inverter device to a resonant 
frequency of the load circuit. 

The circuit apparatus as claimed in claim 5, in 
which the phase setting device is connected to a 
control electrode of the at least one transistor 
switching unit . 
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The circuit apparatus as claimed in claim 5, in 
which the phase setting device is connected in 
parallel with the current limiting device. 

The circuit apparatus as claimed in claim 1, in 
which the current limiting device comprises a 
switching device by means of which the at least 
one transistor switching unit can be switched on 
and off as a function of the current through the 
at least one transistor switching unit . 

A method for operating a lamp, in particular a 
low-pressure discharge lamp, by generating an 
alternating current for supplying the lamp by 
means - of at least one transistor switching unit 
and limiting the current through the at least one 
transistor switching unit , wherein the control 
electrode of the at least one transistor switching 
unit is driven for the purpose of current 
limitation. 

The method as claimed in claim 9, in which the 
lamp is operated in a load circuit. 

The method as claimed in claim 10, in which the 
frequency of the generated alternating current is 
matched to a resonant frequency of the load 
circuit . 

The method as claimed in one of claims 9 to 11, in 
which the at least one transistor switching unit 
is switched off at a prescribed threshold value as 
a function of the current flowing through it. 



